
	

	

Microbial Physiologist/Fermentation Scientist 
Microvi Biotech Inc. – Hayward, CA 
 
At Microvi, we tackle some of the world’s most significant challenges—water 
scarcity and pollution, wastewater treatment and reuse, and the production of 
renewable fuels and chemicals. Our suite of technologies, developed using our 
proprietary MicroNiche EngineeringTM platform, centers on one fundamental 
question: How do we leverage the power of microbiology to meet the needs of 
our rapidly changing world? 

We are seeking a Microbial Physiologist/Fermentation Scientist with experience 
in applied, industrial, or environmental microbiology to join our fast-paced, 
highly interdisciplinary team. At Microvi, you will be working with a wide 
diversity of microorganisms at the heart of Microvi’s technologies. Success in 
this role will be determined by the ability to manage a dynamic workflow, act 
on novel ideas with impeccable attention to detail, take ownership for timelines, 
deliverables, goals, and milestones, and uphold the highest standards of ethics 
and professionalism as part of our R&D team.  

Responsibilities may include, but are not limited to:  

• Lead or co-lead innovative research projects from the planning, design and execution stages of bench-scale, 
demonstration and large-scale microbiology-based process technologies. 

• Utilize detailed technical knowledge and expertise in one or more of the fields of microbial metabolism and 
physiology, fermentation (bench and pilot scale), and microbial N and P cycling (e.g., nitrification, denitrification, 
anammox) to achieve ambitious technical milestones in applications across water purification, wastewater 
treatment, and the production of biobased fuels and chemicals.  

• Coordinate with internal and external research teams in the definition, development, implementation and 
planning of global R&D initiatives.  

• Use and develop new design and kinetic models for solving complex, multi-disciplinary issues in the course of 
technology R&D and demonstration. 

• Draft detailed technical reports, periodic updates, scientific manuscripts, presentations for trade shows and 
conferences, and actively participate in new Intellectual Property (IP) creation.  

• Conduct routine and non-routine analyses in the course of technology R&D including for raw materials, 
formulations, in-process and finished products, and microbiological tests according to SOPs.  

• Manage the day-to-day operations of a wet and analytical laboratory, including calibration and maintenance of 
lab equipment, inventory management, test method validation, lab documentation, and the maintenance of a 
clean and orderly environment.  
 

Key Attributes and Skills 

• Expertise in microbial physiology/metabolism with domain experience in industrial microbiology (e.g. 
wastewater). 

• Experience with aerobic and anaerobic bacterial culturing, with preferred experience with difficult-to-culture 
microorganisms. 

• Ability to work independently, embracing cross-organizational collaboration with scientists and engineers of 
varied background, data analysts, project managers, and management 

• Excellent interpersonal skills with the ability to effectively communicate through presentations. 
• Methodical with good attention to detail and exceptional documentation skills. 

 



	

	

Minimum Qualifications 

• M.S. degree in Microbiology; Environmental, Biological, or Chemical Engineering; or related field; Ph.D. 
preferred. 

• Minimum of five (5) years’ experience in industrial or environmental microbiology. 
• Familiarity with technology development projects and the management of innovative research projects. 
• Ability to work both independently and as part of a team; ability to motivate self and others. 
• Excellent oral and written communication skills. 

The most successful candidates for this position are not only organized, detailed-oriented problem solvers, but also 
appreciate innovation and can represent our creative, forward-thinking brand. Candidate should be comfortable working 
in a fast paced, small company environment. 

This full-time position offers not just highly competitive compensation and benefits, but also strong potential for career 
advancement for driven, self-starting, and passionate individuals. Our team looks forward to reviewing your cover letter 
and resume! 

Location – Hayward, CA – MUST RELOCATE, IF NEEDED, TO THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 

 

 

Please email your resume or CV to careers@microvi.com 

 

About Microvi  

Microvi is green technology company based in the San Francisco Bay Area that delivers next-generation biotechnologies 
for the water, wastewater and renewable chemical industries. Anchored by a market-driven R&D philosophy, Microvi turns 
early-stage interdisciplinary research into smarter, smaller, faster and cleaner commercial products. Microvi offers 
commercial technologies around the world to reduce waste, increase productivity and provide disruptive economics 
across the value chain. Learn more at www.microvi.com.  


